Blank Space – letter for MPs
Urge your MP to support WAY’s Blank Space campaign 
 How to find your MP’s contact details

You can find your MP’s email address at https://members.parliament.uk/FindYourMP. Then cut and paste the text below into an email to them, replacing the sections in yellow with your own text. 
If you get a reply and are happy to share it with us at the WAY Widowed and Young, please forward it to media@widowedandyoung.org.uk

Dear [Insert name of your MP]
I am writing to draw your attention to a critical and deeply concerning issue affecting bereaved mothers and their children across the UK. 
[ADD YOUR OWN STORY HERE AND TAILOR LETTER, AS APPROPRIATE]
Currently, women who are widowed and unmarried face a traumatic, confusing and often costly court process to register their partner’s name on their baby’s birth certificate, if their partner has died while they are pregnant. The outdated birth registration system imposes unnecessary emotional and financial burdens at a time when women are already experiencing profound grief.
More and more couples in the UK are choosing to live together without marrying, and this shift is reflected in recent statistics. For the first time since records began in 1845, the number of children born outside of marriage or civil partnership surpassed those born within these unions, according to the Office for National Statistics (ONS) in 2022.
Despite these societal changes, the legal framework surrounding birth registration remains antiquated and unfit for purpose. This situation is not only unjust but also a direct contravention of Article 7.1 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which states:
“The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality, and, as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by his or her parents.”
The current birth registration system fails to honour this fundamental right, leaving some children with a blank space on their birth certificate where their father’s name should be. This is an injustice not only to the mother but, most importantly, to the child, who deserves to have both parents acknowledged.
The charity WAY Widowed and Young, of which I am a member, is working to support those currently navigating this complex process and are advocating for a change in the registration process through their Blank Space campaign. Bereaved mothers like Orlanda and Kelly deserve a clear, simple and compassionate process to register their partner on their child’s birth certificate – one that respects their loss and supports their child’s rights.
We urge you to take action to help modernise the birth registration process and ensure that no child is left without their father’s name on their birth certificate due to bureaucratic obstacles.
You can find more information and FAQs on WAY Widowed and Young’s website: https://www.widowedandyoung.org.uk/about-us/campaigning/blank-space-birth-certificate-equality-for-bereaved-parents/what-is-the-blank-space-campaign
Thank you for your attention to this matter. We hope we can count on your support to bring about the necessary changes to protect and uphold the rights of all children and their families.
Yours sincerely,

[Your Name]
[Your Address]
[Your Contact Information]


“It is not fair or right but, as the law currently stands in the UK, when you want to register the birth of your baby, the registrar is not allowed to add your late partner’s name to your child’s birth certificate, if you were not married when they died. Instead, there is a large blank space where the name should be.”
Orlanda Bryars, Ambassador for WAY Widowed and Young

