Urge your MP to support WAY’s Blank Space campaign 
You can find your MP’s email address at https://members.parliament.uk/FindYourMP. Then cut and paste the text below into an email to them, replacing the sections in yellow with your own text. 
If you get a reply and are happy to share it with us at the WAY Widowed and Young, please forward it to media@widowedandyoung.org.uk
Re: Your support needed to make birth registration more compassionate for bereaved families 
Dear [MP’s Name],
I am writing as a resident of [Constituency] to request your support for an important ten-minute rule bill on Tuesday 17 June, which would significantly improve the lives of bereaved families across the UK.  
Currently, if a woman’s partner dies while she is pregnant and the couple is not married, she faces a traumatic, confusing and often expensive legal process in order to have the father’s name recorded on her baby’s birth certificate.
[ADD YOUR OWN STORY HERE – share your personal connection, or why this issue matters to you.]
The current system imposes unnecessary emotional and financial burdens at a time of profound grief – and results in many babies being left with a Blank Space on their birth certificate where their father's name should rightfully be.
An outdated system that’s unfit for purpose
We know that family structures have evolved significantly. In fact, for the first time since records began in 1845, more children in England and Wales are now born outside of marriage or civil partnership, according to 2022 figures from the Office for National Statistics.
Yet the birth registration system has not kept pace. It is now not only outdated – it is unfit for purpose.
A clear, compassionate fix
The charity WAY Widowed and Young is working to support families navigating this difficult process through their #BlankSpace campaign. They are calling for a change in the law to allow a simpler, fairer route to include a deceased father’s name on the birth certificate.
Bereaved mothers like Orlanda and Kelly — and many others — deserve a process that respects their loss, acknowledges their partner, and protects their child’s identity and legal rights.
Please support a change in the law by:
· Becoming a co-sponsor of Jen Craft MP’s Ten-Minute Rule Bill. Please contact her office (jen.craft.mp@parliament.uk) by 10am on Monday to add your name.  
· Attending the presentation of the Bill to Parliament on Tuesday 17 June and showing your support. 
This is an opportunity to modernise an outdated law and ensure no child is left without the recognition of both parents due to outdated legal processes.
You can find more details about the campaign and the proposed changes at:
🔗 https://www.widowedandyoung.org.uk/blank-space
Thank you for your time and your commitment to justice and compassion for bereaved families.
Yours sincerely,

[Your Name]
[Your Postcode] (to confirm you’re a constituent)
[Optional: Email / Phone number]

“It is not fair or right but, as the law currently stands in the UK, when you want to register the birth of your baby, the registrar is not allowed to add your late partner’s name to your child’s birth certificate, if you were not married when they died. Instead, there is a large blank space where the name should be.”
Orlanda Bryars, Ambassador for WAY Widowed and Young

